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The dining hall, health and wellness center, and the arts and crafts 
buildings were all updated in the summer renovation. The dining hall, 
above, is now accessible year-round. The renovation also included 
updating the bathrooms and special diets area, as well as creating a 
special nutrition nook to encourage healthy eating habits. 

John LeBlanc

Camp Cambria Foundation invests $2.2 million 
in Camp Courage renovations

The year 2018 is one 
to remember for John 
LeBlanc. The former 
Chief Operations  
Officer was named the 
new President and CEO 
of True Friends in  
January. 

“Wow,” LeBlanc said. “I 
am incredibly proud to 
be leading this  
organization; now more 
than ever I am in awe of 
the inspiring  
programs and services 
that are being offered 
each and every day at 
True Friends.” 

John, originally from  
Fertile, MN, was first  
introduced to  
True Friends through 
one of his sons.  

“Our family initially 
learned about  
True Friends when we 
were looking for a  
camping experience for 
our son who happens to 
have a physical  
disability,” said John. 
“When we picked him up 
from his first camp  
experience, he was so 

In the summer of 2018 
True Friends received a 
$2.2 million investment 
from the Camp Cambria 
Foundation to renovate 
several buildings at Camp 

Courage in Maple Lake, 
MN.   

“The investment from the 
Camp Cambria 

LeBlanc continued on page 2 Camp Courage continued on page 3

Renovating Camp CourageTrue Friends New CEO, 
John LeBlanc
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LeBlanc ...continued from cover story

excited to give us a tour 
and show us all of the 
things he did during his 
week at camp. Right 
then I realized how 
impactful True Friends is 
for participants and their 
families.” 

John was inspired by the 
mission of True Friends 
and sought opportunities 
to be further engaged. 

He joined the  
organization later in 
2014 as a  
Development Officer and 
was given the  

At True Friends we are
committed to increasing 
and improving our  
programs to help people 
and families in need – 
people like Moses.

Moses is 17 years old 
and has a smile that can 
light up a room. Moses 
attends True Friends  
Respite, a program that
offers participants a 
unique weekend away 
and a short period of rest 
for caregivers.

“Moses loves it,  
especially doing arts 
and crafts,” said Karen, 
Moses’ mom. “Respite at 
True Friends is more like
going away to camp with 
friends. He is  
gaining independence 
and self-identity by 

opportunity to expand 
into the Chief Operations 
Officer role in 2015.

True Friends began the 
search for a new  
President and CEO in 
the summer of 2017.

John was chosen from a 
group of five  
highly-qualified  
candidates to succeed 
Ed Stracke, who had led 
the organization for over 
33 years.

Prior to his career at 
True Friends, John 

having time away from 
home and experiencing 
new adventures.”

Although Karen misses 
Moses terribly while he 
is away, she is grateful 
for the break she  
receives.

“Care-giving can be  
challenging,” she said, 
“[The weekend away] 
allows me to have some 
time to myself, with my
friends, and to rest up 
knowing he is being 
cared for and having fun. 
When Moses and I see 
each other again on
Sunday, it’s the best day 
ever.”

To learn more about 
True Friends Respite 
visit www.truefriends.org/
respite.

worked in Fund  
Development for a  
variety of nonprofit  

organizations in the  
Twin Cities. 

John spent his first summer as CEO of True Friends making the 
rounds at each camp location to meet campers, staff, and  
caregivers. 

Moses, above, attends the True Friends Respite program  
throughout the year. The program allows participants a unique 
weekend away with fun activities, while offering their caregivers 
time to rest and recharge. To learn how you can support  
True Friends programming like Respite visit  
www.truefriends.org/giving. 

Weekend Respite Supports Participants, Caregivers
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...continued from cover story

Foundation has truly 
enhanced the quality of 
experiences our 
participants enjoy,” said 
True Friends President 
and CEO John LeBlanc. 
“We are humbled by 
their dedication and  
commitment to support
individuals of all  
abilities.” 

The Camp Cambria 
Foundation and the  
Arthritis Foundation 
team up every summer 
to offer a specialized 
camp session for kids 
and teens with juvenile 
arthritis that is held at 
Camp Courage in Maple 
Lake. 

Over the years the group 
saw an opportunity to 
not only create a  
better experience for 
their campers, but also 
for the more than 1,300 
children and adults with 
disabilities who enjoy the 
camp each summer.

Renovation of the  
Lakeside dining hall, 
health center and arts 
and crafts buildings 
were completed in June, 
ready for the camp  
season.  

The dining hall is now 
equipped with a new 
kitchen layout to better 
serve those with  
special dietary needs, as 
well as a nutrition nook 
to promote healthy  
choices. 

Bathrooms were  
updated and an elevator 
was added to enhance 
accessibility.  

Additionally, high-end 
Cambria products were 
used throughout the 
space in areas such as 
the bathrooms, kitchen, 
and fireplace. 

The health and wellness 
center and arts and 
crafts buildings have 

also been given new 
layouts, updated fixtures, 
and accessible work 
spaces. 

The project was  
supported by more than 
49 local vendors from 19 

different trades.

Learn more about the 
project by visiting  
www.truefriends.org/
ccfreno. 

Camp Courage

The health and wellness center, 
above, was updated to include 
a waiting room, documentation 
stations and fully accessible  
bathrooms with showers. The 
room above allows large and 
small groups a space to manage 
their groups health care needs. 
The arts and crafts building, left, 
was given a fresh coat of paint, 
accessible work stations, and 
colorful Cambria counter tops.

The exterior of the dining hall, above, was also updated with new windows and siding.
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Camp is only a few months away 
and we are excited to welcome you 
for another life-changing summer 

experience. 

True Friends provides campers with 
the opportunity to explore their 

interests, build confidence, and make 
connections with individuals who

turn into forever friends.

See you this summer!

2019 Camp Registration is Now Open!

Learn more at www.truefriends.org/camp.


