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Dear Friends,

     hroughout 2020 True Friends has been hopeful for what we could do and achieve together, as a community, 
     with caregivers, staff, donors, and many others. The uncertainty of what would happen next when COVID-19 
first hit left our community feeling concerned and scared, but during this time we have been able to persevere and 
overcome the challenges of this year. One individual said me “True Friends is too important to this community to 
fail.” Hearing that belief, I felt such pride for this amazing organization. The belief that we are “too important to fail” 
has remained with me, and our staff as we continue to be innovative, and to reimagine our programs and services.

When the COVID-19 storm first hit True Friends we paused. Like many of you, we watched, we debated, we  
prepared, and then we cautiously started taking steps forward. While we were concerned for the health and  
safety of the individuals we serve we also knew we could be a solution to improve their health and safety.

Story continues on page 2.

In the Spring of 2020 True Friends wrapped up the construction of two new  
cabins at Camp Friendship. Trumpeter Swan (featured above) and Pelican feature a  

variety of new amenities for our visitors; learn more on page 3.

Hopes, Beliefs, and Convictions in 2020
Letter From John LeBlanc

T

New Cabins at Camp Friendship
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...continued from cover
Throughout the pandemic, we have served a small 
handful of individuals through Respite and Horse 
Therapy. Those programs have continued to grow and 
we are now serving over 40 individuals each week. In 
June, we launched True Friends Resorts, renting our 
cabins to families and small groups. 

In August we welcomed the group home of a camper 
who has been attending camp every summer for 47 
years. For those of you who know Fred, he was  
elated as always and his smile never left his face. For 
a moment, there was a sense of normalcy having a 
participant like Fred return and enjoy camp. 

We have also spoken with individuals who we have been unable to serve; 
trying to sift through restrictions and personal comfort levels to find ways to 
support them. Many of our participants and their families have seen their 
crucial daily routines upended, and many have had critical services cut all  
together. These families are in our minds and on our hearts each day. We 
encourage those in need to reach out to us; there may be alternative 
opportunities for us to help.

Although our programming has been limited, even those would not be 
possible without the support of our friends and donors. In early 2020 we 
received a grant from the Lions Club International Foundation that allowed 
us to replace the floor in the Program Center gym and updated the exteriors 
of several cabins at Camp Friendship in Annandale. 

On the next page you will learn about a special gift from the Ray and Florence 
Berglund Family Foundation, the Sanner family, and others who contributed 
to the creation of two new cabins at Camp Friendship. The generous gifts 
have truly set True Friends on a new path to update and modernize cabins in 
order to serve an increasingly medically complex community.
 
While we have a long way to go, we are empowered by your unwavering  
support. True Friends will continue to exist and provide much needed services 
to our participants and their families. 

Thank you for your support. Take care and be well. 

John LeBlanc



Values
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To learn how you can make a difference visit truefriends.org/giving,
call 952.852.0128, or email giving@truefriends.org.

Special Cabin Features
This fall, True Friends welcomed 
two new cabins at the
Camp Friendship location: 
Trumpeter Swan and Pelican. 

Both new cabins feature:
-  Person-centered design
-  Exceed ADA requirements
-  Provide 28 additional beds to  
   the Camp Friendship location
-  Specialty bathrooms reinforced  
   to double as storm shelters

True Friends is committed to 
enhancing the settings in which 
we provide services, while 
responding to the growing needs 
of our participants and caregivers 

By providing a setting that is safe, 
accessible, and sustainable, True 
Friends is truly living its mission 
and ensuring future generations 
can be served no matter where 
they are on their journey. 

Building for the Future, Honoring the Past
Supporting True Friends

Last Fall, True Friends began the process to reshape the grounds at 
Camp Friendship, preparing to build two new cabins. By the spring, 
visitors could smell fresh paint and lumber as they snuck a sneak 
peek inside; and by summer, participants and families began to slowly 
filter through the doors. However, without the generous support of a 
few key donors, the cabins would not have been possible. 

Trumpeter Swan and Pelican cabins are the result of a gift from the 
Ray and Florence Berglund Family Foundation which was created by 
Wesley Berglund. Ken Berglund, a brother of Wes and a trustee of 
the Foundation, and his wife Doris, made their gift to True Friends in 
honor of Wes and Ken’s very special Uncle Roy Kjellberg (pictured).   

Ken and Doris first gave to True Friends for the construction of 
the Berglund Center at Camp Eden Wood. Their experience during 
their first visit to Camp Eden Wood impacted their decision to support 
True Friends. 

“This boy came up waving, looking right at the car and met with her 
[Doris] when she got out of the car, so that helped,” said Ken,  
laughing. “Doris bonding with this one boy, that was interesting to see 
when we were out there.”

Ken said he was amazed by the work staff were doing in the bustling  
dining hall in the middle of summer, engaging with campers who were 
more interested in goofing around than eating lunch. 

While the cabin is named after one of Ken and Doris’ favorite  
past-times, of watching Trumpeter Swans at their home, the cabin 
itself is a representation of the generosity and philanthropy the couple 
is committed to providing for the children and adults served through 
True Friends program and services.

Roy Berglund (photo courtesy of Ken)

Trumpeter Swan Kitchen

Trumpeter Swan Living Room
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Plan Your 
Getaway Today!

Looking for a weekend away that isn’t too far from home?
Crafting weekend? Relaxing with friends? Or just a quiet 

weekend with family? 

True Friends now has cabins available at Camp Courage in 
Maple Lake, Camp Friendship in Annandale, and Camp Eden 

Wood in Eden Prairie.
 

Take a break and enjoy a moment of relaxation surrounded by 
nature. Enjoy miles of outdoor trails, campfires, and the most 
beautiful sunrise and sunsets over the lake. We invite you to 

experience True Friends in a new way.
 

Following recommendations from local, state, and national 
agencies, cabin rentals are available for small groups and families.

To learn more visit www.conferenceandretreat.org or to reserve 
your cabin today email retreats@truefriends.org 

or call 952.852.0104.

Book Your Retreat Today!


