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Vision Values

Partners in Gratitude
Letter From John LeBlanc

Dear Friends, 
At our Fall True Friends in Action event, we shared the story 
of Riley Johnson and the United States Power Soccer  
Association. A former player and now Director of the  
program, Riley, along side his team members Pete and  
Nathan, shared the importance of partnerships and  
representation at camp.

You could have heard a pin drop in a room of over 130  
individuals as they listened to Riley and his teammates talk 
about the value of seeing adults, who were just like them, 
competing and thriving playing soccer professionally. The 
Power Soccer Family Camp held at Camp Courage in Maple 
Lake, MN is the only camp in the world that offers this opportunity; an  
opportunity that has truly shaped the lives of Riley, Nathan, and Pete. 

It is through partnerships like this that I am thankful for, and reminded of, the 
various partnerships we have with the individuals and families we serve.

To the families who continually challenge us, who ask for more options, more 
services, more opportunities for their loved ones: thank you. We hear you and 
we are striving to exceed your expectations every day. 

To the families who support us and offer us grace when plans change or are 
cancelled all together: thank you. Your flexibility, understanding, and grace is 
humbly appreciated, but not lost on us.  

To the families who we no longer provide care or support to: thank you. We 
ask that, while you may not need or want our services any longer, we would be 
grateful for your support in other ways including referrals, employment  
opportunities, volunteering, and donations. 

No matter where you are on your journey with True Friends, together, we are 
building an inclusive future for individuals of all abilities. Thank you for being our 
partner.

John LeBlanc.
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Values

To learn more about True Friends call 952.852.0101
or go to truefriends.org.

TITLE
SUBTITLE

True Friends Brand Transition
New Names, Same Great Programs 

True Friends is excited to announce that beginning today, several of our branded program names have 
changed. The transitions are being made to align the program name with all True Friends programs and  
services. 

Below is list of former program names and what their names have transitioned to: 

True Strides    True Friends Therapy and Adaptive Riding
Team Quest    True Friends Team Building
Ventures Travel                             True Friends Travel
Conference and Retreat                True Friends Retreats 
Camp     True Friends Camp
Respite    True Friends Respite

These programs have always been part of the True Friends organization, and now their names will provide a 
clearer picture of that relationship, as well as the services being offered. 

In addition to our programs and services, we’ve taken special consideration for our location names. We will 
continue to build upon our historical names, but the True Friends title will be brought into the structure. 

Camp Courage   True Friends Camp Courage
Camp Friendship   True Friends Camp Friendship
Camp Eden Wood   True Friends Camp Eden Wood
Camp Courage North  True Friends Camp Courage North

You may have already noticed the program names  
changing in a variety of mediums including the 
website, social media, print materials, signage, and 
much more. 

Speaking of the website, have you seen our 
newly updated site? Our website now features all 
of our programs, services, and locations in one 
place. Check it out at www.truefriends.org. 

As our organization continues to build and grow 
in the greater community, these changes will 
greatly impact how our current and prospective 
participants, caregivers, donors, volunteers, 
employees, and so many others engage with 
True Friends. 

For more information, or if you have thoughts, ideas or questions, reach out to our Marketing and 
Communications department at news@truefriends.org. We would love to hear from you!

A preview of the new True Friends website.
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The Path to Courage
Power Soccer Offers Future Opportunities

n an August evening at True Friends 
Camp Courage, you can find the gym 

glowing with neon lights as campers from the 
United States Power Soccer Association  
participate in their annual “cosmic soccer” 
night game.  

Cheering those players on is Riley Johnson, 
who has been involved with power soccer 
for many years, and always looks forward to 
visiting Camp Courage during their week of 
Power Soccer Family Camp. 

“Power soccer camp is one of a kind in that 
there are no other power soccer camps in the 
world,” Riley shared. 

He added that Camp Courage is a great location for the players because they are 
able to access the gym, cabins, and other areas independently, and can play soccer 
as long as they want without having to travel to a hotel at a different location. The 
high level of accessibility at Camp Courage allows players to relax and enjoy their 
stay, and focus on building lasting friendships and enjoying their favorite sport. 

“I remember being a camper - I saw the instructors being very independent 
individuals,” said Riley. “They lived their own lives, they had jobs, they went to 
college. So I had role models and that is kind of what I like about this camp and why 
I come back here as an instructor to lead the example of what you can do. Even 
though you have this disability, there are plenty of things you can do - a lot of times 
you just don’t see it.”

Riley now plays power soccer at the club level with the Minnesota Shockwave, is 
part of the US National Power Soccer team, and serves as Eastern Regional Director 
for USPSA, the governing body of power soccer in the United States. 

“Campers just need that example, the little nudge of ‘it’s possible’. That’s all I needed. 
I got a degree in mechanical engineering, and got a job right out of college and 
didn’t think anything of it. I owe a lot of that to the instructors of the early years,” Riley 
added.

To learn more about the United States Power Soccer Association visit 
powersoccerusa.org. 

Campfire Sponsor

Smore’s Sponsors

Thank You!
Thank you to the generous 
sponsors of our signature 
True Friends In Action fall 
fundraiser! Your support 

inspires others to support 
our mission and share True 

Friends’ vision of a world 
where experiences and 
adventures are open to 

individuals of all abilities.

To learn how you can make a difference visit truefriends.org/giving, 
call 952.852.0128, or email giving@truefriends.org. 

United States Power Soccer members (L-R)Pete 
Winslow, Riley Johnson, and Nathan Mayer 

recently shared their experience at True Friends 
Camp Courage during the fall True Friends in 

Action Event.

O

Build with the Best!
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          hen Raymond first attended summer camp he was really shy. That
          was 48 years ago and Raymond is not the shy camper he used 
to be. Now he is a welcoming face for returning staff, returning campers, 
new staff, and new campers. He quickly makes friends with all those 
around him. 

“Just being around good people,” Raymond said when asked why he 
liked being at camp. “When I first came here, I would say I was about 
either 8 or 10 years old, I was shy, but the counselors I have had over the 
years were nice.” 

Raymond comes to camp to be reunited with friends, enjoy nature, and 
experience a time of relaxation. 

“My favorite place is that island over there,” Raymond said pointing to an 
island on the lake at Camp Friendship where campers can go to camp 
overnight. “I have been on a lot of overnights there and one time we 
were unpacking and were ready to get the tents up, then it started to 
downpour so we had to head back right away and we got wet. I had a 
little hot chocolate to warm up. It’s one of my favorite memories.”

Raymond is not a stranger to camping out, he has become an expert 
amongst his fellow campers. “I have slept in several tents,” he exclaimed 
excitedly. “When counselors ask me ‘Want to sleep inside the tent or 
outside the tent by the fire?’ I always choose by the fire where we roast 
s’mores and everything. Sleeping outside on the tarp is the best!”

To learn more about True Friends Camp, call 952.852.0101 
or go to truefriends.org/camp.

True Friends staff member Tarah (left) with 
Raymond at camp (right).

W

Thank you for an incredible summer in 2022! We were able to welcome back campers, see new friendships 
formed, and see old friends reunited. The summer was filled with laughter, friendships, and creating lasting 
memories. Campers were able to enjoy arts and crafts, dancing, swimming, fishing, and all the wonderful 
activities camp has to offer.

Thank you to staff, donors, campers, families, and our True Friends family for another amazing summer! It is 
because of you we were able to welcome back campers like Raymond. We are gearing up for Summer Camp 
2023 and can’t wait to see you there! 

Good Ole’ Memories
True Friends Summer Camp

Raymond also enjoys accompanying his friends on hayrides, boat rides, going on long walks, and fishing. 
His time at camp is a time of relaxation and catching up with his friends. “I just like coming here and being 
here and being around people that I haven’t seen over the years,” he said. “It’s great seeing all my friends.”

True Friends offers our participants the opportunity to experience camp in the way they want to and 
participate in the activities that interest them. All our participants are able to build lasting friendships while at 
camp. 

Raymond said it best, camp is filled with “just good ole’ memories.”

Raymond enjoying the views of the lake.
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Find Work with Meaning
The Experiences of True Friends Staff

What is your favorite part of working at True Friends?Q
“My favorite part of working here at True Friends has to be the
overwhelming support, friendliness, and welcoming feeling from every 
person that I had the opportunity to meet or talk to. No matter the 
reason I have always felt like I was part of team and felt like I was 
where I belonged at a moment in time. My ideas, visions, and creative 
abilities were always heard allowing me to explore the parts of myself 
that are often afraid to try or silenced to try. I felt extremely 
comfortable sharing my thoughts as well as hearing everyone else’s 
thoughts that were extremely knowledge-filled and crucial to parts of 
my life. My absolute favorite thing about being here was how much 
I was able to absorb from the people around me and use it to better 
myself and others.” - Alexa

A

What would you say for someone considering working at True Friends?Q
“I would say to definitely have a lot of patience and an open mind and a positive attitude. It’s a hard job. 
It’s not easy but it is so rewarding and even though things can get hard and difficult you just have to push 
through because it’s worth it. It is worth it for our participants, it is worth it for yourself.” - Anna

A

Why did you decide to work for True Friends? Q
“To gain experience working with individuals with all abilities. As a future 
Occupational Therapist this experience is going to give me a great 
foundation for my career! I wanted to be a part of a more inclusive 
environment, that should be available to more individuals.” - Bailey

A

What was your favorite memory from working at True Friends? Q
“I can’t pinpoint one exact memory, but my favorite thing is interacting with participants and seeing the 
genuine joy on their faces when they get to participate in activities that many of us take for granted. I also 
love seeing staff and participants interact with each other. Seeing bonds develop and grow from year to 
year is truly special to witness.” - Cheyanne

A

To learn more about our job opportunities, call 952.852.0101
or go to truefriends.org/jobs.

What else would you like to say to someone considering working at True Friends?Q
“If you are on the fence about it or thinking about it, it’s just the most amazing place and you learn so much 
and have so many different experiences. You get to work with people from around the world. It’s a very 
unique place to work and its very amazing and its life-changing and it definitely changed my life.” - Anna

A

Want to work for an organization committed to their mission and striving to showcase their values in everyday 
work? If so, True Friend is perfect for you! We empower individuals with tools and training to help them grow. We 
stive to create an authentic, inclusive environment. We are committed to honest and respectful principles and to 
ensure the safety of everyone. We are dedicated to improvement for our overall successes. Don’t just take it from 
us though, hear from other staff and what they have to say about working at True Friends. 
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Summer Camp Jobs 
and Internships

We are hiring for summer camp 2023! Do you enjoy being outdoors 
and impacting the lives of others? This is the job for you! In the 
summer we welcome individuals from across the United States 
and Europe to help provide life-changing experiences for 
individuals with disabilities through our camp program. 

We welcome staff in a variety of positions including:
• Counselor & Direct Care Roles: Cabin Counselors,                 

Activities Counselors, and Counselors In Training (CIT)
• Administrative Roles: Office Coordinator, Human                                

Resources Assistant, and Transportation Coordinator
• Marketing Roles: Digital Media Intern, Camp Photographer, and 

Marketing and Communications Intern
• Health Care Roles: Registered Nurse and Camp Nursing                         

Assistants
• Hospitality Roles: Special Diets Intern and Canteen Manager

We provide training, meals and housing, and more! 

       re you looking for something new? Are you looking for a new career with a mission driven organization? 
       Do you want to have fun, feel appreciated, empowered, and have the opportunity to grow? Consider  
working for True Friends! 

We have a variety of full-time and part-time openings including:

True Friends Offers: 

Be a part of supporting our mission and the individuals we serve all while fulfilling 
personal and professional goals!

Job Opportunities
Full-Time, Part-Time, and Seasonal

A

See a full list of our job opportunities at truefriends.org/jobs.

• Housekeeping
• Team Building Recreation 

Assistant

• Direct Support Professionals (DSPs)
• Foodservice
• Program Staff

• $1000 Hiring Bonus
• Flexible scheduling and weekly           

hours 
• Free meals during summer season                                                                    

if working during serving times              
(breakfast, lunch, dinner)

• Employee referral program
• Great work environment 
• Opportunities for advancement 
• Retirement savings 
• Access to accredited continued 

education training 
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Camp and Respite 
Registration Now Open

Join True Friends for another great year of 
life-changing experiences in our Camp and 

Respite programs. Registration for both 
programs is now open!

As we prepare for another year, we are beyond 
excited and are leaning on our 65+ years of 

tradition and history to ensure you, your loved one, 
and friends are served exceptionally well and 

safely in this ever-changing world.

View the catalogs and learn learn more 
at the link below, or or email us at 

registration@truefriends.org. 
We can’t wait to see you again in 2023!

Register and learn more at
truefriends.org/programs.
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